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days of serfage, for the money by which "he is fed and brought
up to manhood has come out of the same pocket which fed and
brought up the bound serf of old. Count Kanitz candidly airowed
this standpoint when attacking the Industrialists in the Prussian
Diet in May, 1907, for robbing the land of Its rightful cultivators.
"Every adult labourer/5 he said, "represents a considerable
capital which we have laid out, yet when the e people * (Leute)
are grown up they offer their labour to industry, which thus reaps
where It has not sown." "Quite true!?i was the cry which In
chorus greeted this typical example of agrarian reasoning from
the adjacent benches.
Several years ago a complete programme of measures in the
interest of agriculture was Introduced In the Prussian Diet and
commended to the Government by the combined votes of the
Conservative fractions. One of these measures was the regula-
tion of employment agencies with a view to curtailing their
activity In rural districts. Not only were employment agents to
be required to obtain a " concession" from a public authority
before beginning business, but the grant of permission was to be
made dependent upon the proved existence of a need for such
agents. In practice, the employment agent was to be forbidden
to offer work to agricultural labourers, whether they desired a
change of employer or employment or not. Another measure
was the sharpening of the law regarding breach of contract, so as
to make it more difficult for discontented agricultural labourers
and servants to leave their employment even under the special
circumstances which legally justify an Immediate dissolution of
the contract of service. The teaching In rural schools was every-
where to be adapted, as to hours and seasons, to the local needs
of agriculture. State undertakings were to be required to free as
many workpeople as possible at harvest-time, so that the com and
beet grower and the general body of fanners might have a greater
reserve of temporary labour to draw upon at need. The prisoners
in houses of correction were to be made available to a far larger
extent than hitherto for improvement works in tie country.
Where rural offenders of certain classes were liable to imprison-
ment, their detention was to take place at a time when agriculture
could best dispense with their labour. Further, the Issue of
workmen's tickets on the State and private railways was to be
restrieled, with a view to diminishing the agricultural labourer's